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H ere’s the fourth 
installment of our 

Ads of the Month  which  
feature Village Voice  ad-
vertisers. This month’s 
featured Ads are Life 
Tributes Funeral Home & 
Cremation Service.  Thank 
you Chris and staff. And 
Spectrum Benefit Solu-
tions LLC. Thank you 
Becky and tribe. 

Global economy: Most forecasts project “sturdy” global GDP growth, with Goldman Sachs 
Research expecting 2.8% . Growth in the U.S. is projected to be 2.2%-2.6%, while China may 
moderate to 4.5%-4.8% due to sluggish domestic demand. This resilience is supported by AI 
investment and proactive policy responses, though a 35% probability of a U.S. and global 

recession is also noted by J.P. Morgan Global research. 

Happy New Year from the Village Voice!!
What ya figure 2026 will bring? Let’s see! 

U.S. Economy: The U.S. is expected to see growth, though possibly at a more modest pace than in 2025, potentially around 2.25% Key factors 
include the impact of fiscal stimulus from the “One Big Beautiful  Bill Act,” which is expected to boost GDP in the first half of the year, and con-
tinued high capital expenditure related to AI. 

Inflation and Interest Rates: Inflation is expected to remain “sticky” and above central bank targets (likely over 2% and potentially above 3% 
in the U. S. due to tariffs). This will lead to a gradual approach to interest rate cuts by the Federal Reserve, with several cuts anticipated through-
out the year and potentially reaching a target range of 3.0%-3.5% by mid 2026. 

Stock Market: Analysts are cautiously optimistic, with consensus estimates projecting an 11% rise for the S&P 500 for the year. While tech 
remains a dominant theme, performance is expected to broaden into non-AI sectors like financials, healthcare, and utilities. 

Labor Market: The labor market is expected to cool but avoid a recession-level collapse, with the unemployment rate potentially rising to 
around 4.5% Companies are focusing on efficiency through AI and managing costs, which may limit new hiring.  

Equity Markets: A positive outlook for global equities is broadly shared, with forecasts for double-digit gains across developed and emerging 
markets. The S&P 500 is projected to rise, driven by strong corporate earnings tied to the AI “super-cycle”. However, market concentration in 
tech stocks is a concern, and a correction of 10-20% is a possibility if earnings disappoint. 
 
Artificial Intelligence (AI): AI is viewed as a key driver of structural economic transformation, boosting producing and investment across 
many sectors, from technology and utilities to healthcare and defense. 
 
Geopolitical fragmentation: Global trade policy is expected to remain a dominant theme, with elevated tariffs and a focus on national security 
over cost optimization. This could lead to supply chain realignments and increased investment in domestic infrastructure and energy security. 

See 2026 on page 7 
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www.partnersbankwi.com 
       MEMBER FDIC 

Citizens State Bank of Loyal  

 The Bank for Life’s 
 BIGGEST Decisions 

302 S. Pacific Street 
      P.O. Box 20 
 Spencer, WI 54479 

  Phone:715-659-5159 
Toll Free:800-599-8399 

www.cbsloyal.com 
   Member FDIC 
 

Marshfield           Spencer               Stratford  
(715)384-4005    (715) 659-2430    (715)687-2411 

905 S. LaSalle Str. Spencer 

Gross Ford Inc.  610 E. Division Str. 
  PO Box 191  Neillsville, WI 54456 
         *Sales: 715-743-3207 
        *Service:715-659-3939 
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                               2 locations: 
610 E. Peach and 902 S. Pacific (next to A&W) 
                           Spencer, WI 54479 

Call 715-507-039 or 715-507-0392 

Message us on Facebook! 

10 x 6 thru 11 x 40 
units available 

Security camera 
monitored 

24 hour 
access 

Outdoor storage available (camper, boat, trailer, etc.) 

The Spencer Area Historical Museum  will be open by appointment during 
the winter months. Please call 715-659-5577 or 715-659-5182.  
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The Unity American 
Legion Pancake Break-
fast will again be on 
the first Sunday of 
each month. The re-
maining dates are   

January 4, February 1 and March 1. Breakfast 
will be served from 8am to Noon. It’s $11 for 
Adults. $6 for 12 
and under and 
pre- schoolers 
are free. Pan-
cakes, sausage, 
eggs, toast, ap-
plesauce coffee 
and milk will be 
served.  

                                          Advertise Here! 
                                      Ad Size 2 3/4” X 1 1/2” 
                                       Only $33 per month 
                   Or any other size you like, priced accordingly) 
                  New Rates/ Just $8 per sq. inch. Still a Bargain! 
                      Call the Village Voice of Spencer, LLC at 
                       715-659-4710 or 715-207-5322 or e-mail: 
                         villagevoiceofspencer@hotmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/csbloyalwi/
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Spencer Library Hours: Monday and Wednes-
day from 1-7pm. Tuesday, Thursday and Fri-
day from 10-4pm. Saturday from 10-2pm. 

Ashley Heiden Spencer Branch Coordinator 
Marathon County Public Library - Spencer 
Branch | 105 S. Park St., WI 
54479Ashley.Heiden@marathoncounty.gov | 715-
659-3996 (direct) / 715-659-3996 (general) 
www.mcpl.us / info@mcpl.us | Facebook | Twitt
er  
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January Events: 
Cotton Swab Snowflakes: January 2nd from 
11:00am-12:00pm. Participants will arrange 
cotton swabs to make a snowflake pattern 
and glue their creation on colored construc-
tion paper.  All materials will be provided, 
just bring your creativity!  
Fiber Artists Meetup: January 2nd from 1:00-
3:00pm. Bring your current project—
whether you knit, crochet, embroider, or do 
other fiber arts, all are welcome! Swap ideas, 
learn new skills, or simply enjoy some social 
time. 
Ready, Set, Game!: Come hang out at MCPL
-Spencer every Saturday during open hours 
to play a variety of card and board games! 
Bring your friends, family, or come solo and 
play with others in the community. We’ve 
got a great selection of games ready to 
play—but you’re also welcome to bring your 
favorites and show others how it’s done. 
Women of the Quilt: January 13th from 10:00
-11:00am. Join us for a presentation led by 
Ronald Draeger, a member of the Spencer 
Historical Society. In his presentation, 
“Women of the Quilt,” he will discuss the 
local Spencer women born in the late 1800s 
who are featured on a beautiful, handmade 
quilt. Participants are encouraged to bring 
their own interesting quilts to share with 
others. 
Cribbage: January 13th from 1:30-3:00pm. 
The library will provide the cards and 
boards but feel free to bring your own. 
Family Story Time: January 20th from 10:30-
11:00am. Children ages 5 and younger, 
along with their caregivers, are invited to 
join us on the third Tuesday of each month 
for lively and engaging family story times! 
Each session features a delightful mix of sto-
ries, songs, and activities that foster early 
literacy, creativity, and a love of reading. 
Closings: The Spen-

cer Library will be 

closed on January 1st 

and 19th. 

Spencer Kids Group: A Look 
Back at 2025 
 
As we wrap up 2025, I can truly say, 
it was a busy year, but such 
a joyful one at Spencer Kids Group. 
This year was full of laughter, learn-
ing, challenges, growth, and most 
importantly, kids making memories 
that truly matter. 
 
Throughout the year, we welcomed so 
many kids through our doors. Every 
child brought something special with 
them, and we were honored to be part 
of their journey. We helped with 
homework, supported them wherever 
they needed it, and worked hard to 
make sure SKG stayed a safe, wel-
coming place where kids can just be 
kids. 
 
One of the biggest highlights of 2025 
was our Summer Rec Program, and 
okay, I might be a little biased, but it 
was one of the best ones yet (haha, 
just kidding… but not really  ). In 
just three weeks, we squeezed in eight 
different field trip locations, along 
with tons of hands-on activities, 
games, crafts, and lots of time spent 
simply having fun together. 
 
Was everything easy? Absolutely 
not. There were hard days, long 
hours, and moments where things felt 
overwhelming. But with a positive 
attitude and our mission always in our 
hearts, we worked through every 
challenge. We want the best for our 
kids, and we truly give them every-
thing we can. 
 
I also want to say how incredi-
bly grateful I am for our board mem-
bers, our families, our volunteers, 
our amazing staff, and of course, 
the best kids ever. SKG wouldn’t be 
what it is without each and every one 
of you, and I don’t say that lightly. 
 
Looking ahead to 2026, I already have so many ideas and plans in my head (and on pa-
per!). I’ll be sharing more details with everyone as we move forward, and I honestly can’t 
wait to bring it all to life. 
 
And just a little reminder before I wrap this up, Spencer Kids Group welcomes new kids 
anytime during the year. Enrollment is always open, and we would love to see more smil-
ing faces walk through our doors. 
 
Thank you for being part of our 2025. I’m so excited for what’s ahead and so thankful to 
share this journey with our kids and our community.  
 
 
Upcoming events in January: 
January 25th - Winter Bingo 
January 26th - Family Fun Night ( Battle: Who is on Top? Kids vs. Parents) - everyone is 
welcomed!! 

Thank you, Diana Ventsel, SKG Program Director 

mailto:Ashley.Heiden@co.marathon.wi.us
https://mcpl.us/
mailto:info@mcpl.us
https://facebook.com/MCPL.Wausau
https://twitter.com/MCPL_Wausau
https://twitter.com/MCPL_Wausau
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H appy New Year from everyone here at the LuCille Tack 
Center for the Arts. We have one more show coming to 

wrap up Act 1 of the 25/26 season. Thanks to our wonderful 
donors, our faithful patrons and a School District that supports 
the arts proudly, we’ve been able to make our season larger. One 
of the problems that came from the extra concerts was… ‘how 
do we fit all of our concerts on one poster?’ Stephanie Schauer at 
Quik Print came up with the idea to split the season into two 
‘Acts.’ Dividing the season into two more digestible pieces 
worked well for the posters and for other promotional efforts. 
The acts don’t affect our season ticket holders in any way but 
rather just are a gauge for how far along we are in the season. 
Our January show marks the halfway point for this year. Act 2 
will begin in February.  

     Speaking of our Janu-
ary concert. Come and 
join us Friday, January 16 
at 7:30pm for a terrific 
time of country classics!!! 
You will not want to miss 
this group. Mason Dixon 
Line will be bringing all of 
your country favorites to 
the Tack for a great night. 
The band has recently added a lady fiddler to the group as well. 
The fiddle adds so much to the feel of the show and we’re excit-
ed to host the Minnesota based band. Tickets will be available at 
the door and we’re praying for good weather so we can wel-
come more of you.  

     Act two kicks off with 
Triple Espresso, a highly 
caffeinated comedy. Paul 
Somers will be playing 
Hugh Butternut, John Bush 
as Bobby Bean, and Patrick 
Albanese as Buzz Maxwell. 
The show tells the story of 

three guys whose bid for showbiz fame and fortune ended in 4-
minutes of magnificent failure on national television. Hugh But-
ternut, Buzz Maxwell, and Bobby Bean tell their rags-to-rags 
story earnestly, with hysterical results. Butternut is a musician, a 
vulnerable soul with a lounge lizard smile; Maxwell is an uncer-
tain magician with an attitude; and Bean is an irrepressible, all-
over-the-map entertainer with big dreams. The laughter is infec-
tious and the comedy appeals to everyone from first graders to 
college students to baby-boomers to grandparents. The show is 
Friday, February 13, 2026 at 7:30pm, makes for a great Valen-
tine’s night out.  

     Next up we will have The Barefoot Movement, a bluegrass 
crossover group out of North Carolina. The group has an incred-
ible sound, fronted by married couple Noah Wall and her hus-
band Tommy Norris.  

B ack in November, in guidance class, the 4th and 5th 
grade had a special guest from Mothers Against Drunk 

Driving (MADD). The presentation was called “Power Of Me!” 
The presentation discussed the dangers of underage alcohol 
and drug use, facilitated by a representative of MADD. Their 
mission is to end drunk driving, help fight drugged driving, 
support the victims of these violent crimes, and prevent under-
age drinking. The program aims to prevent underage drinking 
and reduce alcohol-related injuries and deaths among children 
and youth due to underage alcohol use and riding in vehicles 
with impaired drivers.  

In early December, the kindergarten classes enjoyed their an-
nual field trip to Vine's Tree Farm. They enjoyed learning 
about the growing process, picking out the perfect tree, hot 
chocolate, and a wagon ride.  

On December 6th and 7th, Spencer High School students per-
formed in the bi-annual Madrigal Dinner, which is an Elizabe-
than Christmas-style dinner. The event was another success! 
On December 10th, we had our first snow day of the year. The 
calendar is built to have two freebie snow days before we need 
to have virtual learning to take place in order to meet our state-
required minutes of instruction. Going into January, we will 
have one more “freebie” day left before we need to utilize vir-
tual instruction.  

Our 5th-grade students came together to support the NOW 
(Nutrition On Weekends) program. Together, they packed 33 
bags to help ensure families have extra food over the weekend 
during the holiday season. We are so proud of their teamwork, 
kindness, and willingness to give back to our community! The 
Spencer FFA again participated in Project Merry Christmas, 
where students visited various elderly members of the com-
munity to sing carols and deliver baskets.  

The month of December was filled with Holiday Concerts. The 
elementary concert took place on December 11th. The winter 
choral and handbell concert took place on December 22nd. The 
handbell group also carried out their handbell tour on Decem-
ber 23rd. We are very proud of all of our musicians and music 
teachers!  

At the time this article was written, we are looking for casual 
help in our daycare. We are looking to create a pool of casual 
workers and subs. If you are interested, reach 
out to Jason Gorst at jgorst@spencer.k12.wi.us 
or Liz Garton at egarton@spencer.k12.wi.us. We 
are also looking for a long-term 4K paraprofes-
sional sub. Interested candidates for that posi-
tion can reach out to Eddie Ikert at eik-
ert@spencer.k12.wi.us. Finally, we are still on 
the lookout for casual drivers to   

              What’s Rockin’ in Rocketville 

                                    By Jason Gorst 
             Superintendent/School District of Spencer 

See Rockin’ on page 6 See TACK on page 6 
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transport students to and from vari-
ous places using school vehicles. Interested candidates can reach 
out to Jason Gorst at the email listed above.  

We celebrated the Captains of Character for the 1st Trimester for 
exemplifying outstanding character and leadership in our ele-
mentary school. Congratulations to Layla Neumann, Easton Fol-
len, Laikyn Lenz, Holly Derks, Jazlyn Lang, Hadley Schar, and 
Vander Krause! This year we had our first annual Spencer High 
School Culinary/Baking Gingerbread Creations Competition. 
Our Culinary and Baking students have worked super hard over 
3 weeks designing, baking and assembling their gingerbread cre-
ations. Winners will be announced in January.  

School representative, Molly Attoe, and Church coordinators, 
Sue Toufar & Lori Kops, and an anonymous business collaborat-
ed to organize a Giving Tree. Ms. Attoe, our MS counselor, sent 
home letters & forms to families in need, got them returned to 
her, and shared information with church representatives who 
divided up the various tags amongst their congregations. An 
anonymous local business reached out with interest in doing an 
additional Angel Tree. A similar process was involved with the 
area business shopping for gifts, delivering them to Ms. Attoe, 
who then set up a time for the family to pick them up. Bridging 
Brighter Smiles was in the building on December 22nd and 23rd, 
and we want to thank them again for continuing to support den-
tal health for our students. 

 It was a great month of December to be a Spencer Rocket!  

They will bring a couple of band mates to 
play some incredible bluegrass/country tunes as well as turn 
your favorite songs into bluegrass covers. Noah’s voice is one 
of a kind, her fiddle playing is excellent and the band brings 
many other instruments and talents to the table. This will be 
one of a kind show, we don’t host groups like 
this very often. Saturday, February 21 at 
7:30pm. 

      Thanks again for your aid this year in our 
season! We still hope for your financial support 
as a 501c3 organization. Your aid to the arts is 
vital and we thank you for nearly 30 years of 
spectacular shows and encouraged audiences. 

See you at the Tack! ...Daniel Worsham  

 Rockin’ from page 5  TACK from page 5 

Climate and Weather: 
The UK’s Met Office pre-

dicts 2026 will likely be among the four warm-
est years on record globally, with global tem-
peratures expected to be approximately 1.46 
degrees C above pre-industrial levels. 
 
Major Events 
Sports: The largest (48 nation Tournament) 
ever men’s FIFA World Cup will be held in the 
U. S. , Canada and Mexico. 
     The winter Olympics and Paralympics will 
take place in Milan-Cortina, Italy. 
     The Commonwealth Games return to Glas-
gow, Scotland. 
 
Astronomy: The first total solar eclipse in Eu-
rope in over 20 years will occur on August 12, visible in Northern 
Spain, Iceland and Greenland. 
 
U. S. History: The U. S. will celebrate its 250th anniversary of Inde-
pendence on July 4, 2026.   

2026 from page 1 

Cowboy’s Hunter Luepke: Dealing with hip 
injury. Dec. 10 by RotoWire staff. 
     Luepke (hip) was a limited participant in 
Wednesday’s practice. Jon Machota of the Athlet-
ic reports. 
     Luepke likely picked up the injury during the 
Cowboys’ Week 14 loss to the Lions, when he 
played 40 snaps (21 on offense, 19 on special 

teams) and finished with two tackles. His ability to practice in a lim-
ited capacity indicates the hip injury isn’t a long-term concern and 
he’ll have two more opportunities to log a full practice and avoid an 
injury designation for Sunday’s game against Minnesota 
Luepke (hip) was a full participant in Thursday’s practice. Jon 
Machota of the Atlantic Reports. Dec. 11. 
     Luepke’s ability to string consecutive practices together is a great 
sign for his availability for Sunday’s game against the Vikings. The 
fullback will have one more chance to avoid an injury designation for 
Sunday and even  without a full practice Friday, he seems to be in a 
good spot to be able to suit up against Minnesota. 
Luepke (concussion) is listed as questionable for Sunday’s game 
against the Chargers. Jon Machota of the Athletic reports. Dec. 
19. 
     Luepke was able to practice in full Friday but his questionable tag 
for Week 16 indicates that he is still in the league’s concussion proto-
col, so he would need to be cleared to play Sunday. If he’s not given 
the green light to play, then the Cowboys may turn to tight ends 
Brevyn Spann-Ford or Luke Schoonmaker to play some snaps at full-
back for Week 16, given that there are no other fullbacks on Dallas’ 
active roster. 
Cowboy’s Hunter Luepke: Clears concussion protocol. Dec. 21 
RotoWire staff. 
     Luepke (concussion) is active for Sunday’s game against the 
Chargers. 
     Luepke increased his practice participation over the course of 
Week 16 prep and he has progressed enough to clear the league’s con-
cussion protocol and be available for Sunday’s home tilt. The third-
year fullback turned five touches into thirty yards during the Cow-
boy’s Week 15 loss to the Vikings before leaving the game after sus-
taining a concussion. Editors Note: Hunter played a significant role, 
particularly down the stretch, as the Cowboys held off the Command-
ers 30-23 on Christmas Day. He rushed for 30 yards on 7 carries and 
caught a pass for 14 yards. 

J ust a little update on our main Cowboy. I wasn’t 
even aware of the hip that Hunter played through 

and he did get a concussion from some friendly fire against the Queens 
but he bounced right back and didn’t miss a game. He has played 49 of 
50 games in  his third year, proving once again that sometime your best 
ability is your avail...ability. Tough kid alright. Keep it up Hunter!!! 

From the Editor The LUEPKE LOOK-OUT 
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Well, you know, 
strikes and gutters, 
ups and downs.  

   Spencer Lions Club Scotch Doubles  
           Celebrating 50 years. 

I’m throwing rocks tonight! 

W hen I was a kid 
one needed to 

wrassle up a Sports Illus-
trated wherever you 
could get your hands on 
one and clip pictures of 
your favorite athletes 
before scotch taping them 
to the walls of your bed-
room. Now you can go to 
your local Google ma-
chine on a phone you 
hold in your hot little 
hand and zap up your 
favorite athletes. So, that 
is what I did, just for fun. 
Times they are a chang-
ing. ‘Tis the season I say 
and  Go Pack Go.! (top 
left to the bottom.) Josh 
Jacobs, Christian Watson, 
Jordan Love, Jayden 
Reed. (Top Right on 
down.) Micah Parsons, 
Tucker Kraft, Xavier 
McKinney and Rasheed 
Walker 

https://www.cbssports.com/nfl/teams/DAL/dallas-cowboys/
https://slc.cbssports.com/clickout/visitDirectLink?st=cbs&op=draftkings&type=sport&d=https%3A%2F%2Fsportsbook.draftkings.com%2Fgateway%3Fs%3D113369452%26wpcid%3D426190%26wpsrc%3D3100%26wpcn%3DOSB_BetNCO%26wpscn%3DCBS%26wpcrn%3DWeb%26wpscid%3DSportsNew1%2
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                            JANUARY 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 Woman’s Club 6:30pm 

Village Hall..  

 2 3  

4 Packers @ Vikings 

TBD probably on FOX. 

This game maybe be 

flexed to the 3rd. 

5   6  Legion 7pm Village Hall 7 8 Lions 6:30pm Nutz. 4H 7pm 

Village Hall.  

9 10 

11  12 Village Board Meeting 

6:30pm Village Hall.  

13  14  15  16  17  

18  19  20  21 School Board Meeting 

6:30 pm @ Middle 

School Conference 

Room #20 

22  23 24  

25  26     .27 St. Johns COME meal  

Dine In 5-6pm.  

 28  29  30  31 

Spencer  

     Churches 

Village Voice of Spencer 
500 S. Jefferson Str. 
Spencer, WI 54479 
villagevoiceofspencer@hotmail.com 
Phone:  715-207-5322 
Steve Pilz, Editor 

Printed publications of the Village Voice of Spencer are available at  Spencer 
Village Hall & Library,  R+R Flooring and Furniture, Kwik Trip,  Nutz Deep 
II, Citizens State Bank, Partners Bank, Ponderosa,  A+W, Cut Loose, Spencer 
Post Office and The Village Market. (Spencer Village Hall Phone: 715-659-
5423) 

                KINGS FOOD PANTRY located at Christ The King Catholic Church ~ Wendel Street 
                                        OPEN MONDAYS  from 11am-3pm, excluding holidays 
                  Please use southwest entrance, located in basement. All those in need are welcome 

 

FAITH JOURNEY 
108 Burnett Str. 
715-659-5551 
office@faith-journey.church 
9:00am Bible Study 
10am Sunday Worship 
3:45-5:30pm Wednesday for 
Children ages 4 and over. 

LUTHERAN 
St. John’s Church (LCMC) 
Pastor Ritchie Cole 
sjlcoffice13@gmail.com 
210167State Hwy. 13 
715-659-5158 
Handicap Accessible 
Sunday Worship 9am and 
6:30pm. Monday worship 
6:30pm.  
11am St. John’s-Riplinger 

Trinity Lutheran (LCMS) 
109 W. Clark Str. 
715-659-4006 
Sunday Worship 10:30am 
Sunday School 9:15am 
New Year’s Eve 6:30pm   
 

CATHOLIC 
Christ the King 
Father Nathan 
306 S. LaSalle Str. 
715-659-4480 
4pm Sat. Evening Mass 
8&10am Sunday Mass 
www.ctkspencer.net 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Church of Christ 
211571 State Hwy.13 
715-659-4796 
9am Sunday Bible Study 
10am Sunday Worship 
7pm Wed. Bible Study 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
Cross Fire Church 
212 S. Pacific Str. 
715-470-4807 
info@crossfirespencer.org 
10am -Sunday worship  
9:30 am-Children’s Ministry 
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Note: For updated information on school 
events and activities see the web site at 
www.spencer.k12.wi.us 

For all Church  
times, see    
page 8 


